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might be forming at the durbar to molest our trade or settlement. In the
next place we are of opinion it will be a means of preserving the tranquillity
of the country and keeping it free of intestine disturbances. It will likewise
prevent any malecontents in the city from attempting to destroy the Subah,
a practise too common in the eastern world, and always attended with
confusion and interruption to the trade of the country. The protection it
may afford the Nabob in case his capital should be attacked by a foreign
power is a further, and not the least, utility of such a fortification, and lastly,
we think it would very much conduce to the maintaining our present influence
at the durbar, a circumstance of so much consequence to the Company's trade
and interest in these provinces that it should at all events be preserved.
71.    Having  delivered our opinion  of the building a fortification  and
keeping a garrison at Burrumpoor, we leave it to you to determine on it as
you judge proper and shall follow your directions thereon in answer to this
address, observing to Your Honours that when we speak of a fortification we
do not intend a work of such extent and strength as that carrying on at
Calcutta, but one that may be compleated for a very trifling expence, and yet
be sufficient to resist any attempts of the Moors to take it.
72.    You were informed last season by our Select Committee of the receipt
of the amulnomma for the lands to be held by the Company as a zemindarry,
and that Mr. Frankland had been ordered on a circuit round those grounds,
with directions to take possession of the same in the Company's name, and to
plant our colours at the villages and marketts in his progress.   The result
of his enquiries and our further proceedings will be given in full under the
head of revenues.   In this place we shall only mention that it being strongly
recommended by that gentleman to endeavour to procure the zemindarry of
the grounds  to the northward  of Calcutta  as high as  Banquebazar,  Mr.
Hastings (who resides at Moraudbaug in the same capacity Mr. Scrafton did)
was directed by us to endeavour to get the Nabob to include the lands to the
northward of Calcutta in his sunnud, which, by his letter of the 1st December
he informs us, is at last and after much difficulty settled and adjusted and
the ground betwixt Banquebazar  and Calcutta  declared to belong to the
English.   But notwithstanding this intelligence we shall not esteem it secure
till the sunnud has passed the forms and is sealed.   When we receive the grant
properly authenticated we shall acquaint Your Honours of the advantages we
expect will accrue to the Company from the possession of those lands.   A
tract of land to the north east of Calcutta belonging to the pergunnah of
Annerpoor has been, likewise, applied for in order to square the Companies
boundaries, which Mr. Hastings in his foregoing letter gives us hopes he shall
be able to include in the sunnud.
73.   Before we quit this subject it may be proper to take notice that after
writing the  above we  received  a letter from Mr. Hastings dated the 6th
December acquainting us that, upon his pressing the Nabob to confirm and
order a sunnud for the Company's lands, he started some objections to passing
the grant alledging that the lands obtained by the Company greatly exceeded
his agreement, that he knew of no limits agreed upon and that he had cwJy
promised to grant the Company a tract of land the revenues whereof should
amount to a laak of rupees and if it was otherwise expressed in the treaty it
was owing to the treachery of Roydoolab who had deceived him in it,   Tfaat